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CONSERVATION VALUES OF THE WOMBAT FOREST 
MURRAY RALPH — CONVENOR, WOMBAT FORESTCARE 


At our first club meeting of 2012 we were fortunate to have as speaker, 
Murray Ralph, who lives near the middle of the Wombat Forest and has 
been a great campaigner for better protection for the forest. Murray is not 
only an ardent environmentalist and observer of forest ecology, but is the 
author of Seed Collection of Australian Native Plants (1999), Growing 
Australian Native Plants from Seed (2003) and reports on vegetation 
connectivity. 


Logging in the SNorthal Foren! 


Murray briefly outlined the history and extent of the Wombat State Forest, 
from its uncontrolled destruction by logging in the late 1800s and repeated 
in the late 1900s,. The Forest covers an area of around 45000 ha but its 
contorted boundary and high private land interface make it very 
vulnerable to further degradation. Only about 8% of the area could be 
called ‘mature forest’. The Wombat Forest combined with the adjacent 
Lerderderg State Park comprises the largest block of intact forest in 


Central Victoria. [See map at http:/Awww.specialplaces.vnpa.org.au/ 
reports/Wombat_northwest.pdf] 


Although most of the forest lies on poor Ordovician clay soils (richer 
volcanic areas having been excised for private farming) the Wombat 
contains many rich and valuable natural ecosystems. There are about 20 
EVCs (Ecological Vegetation Classes) represented in the forest, and 12 of 
these are listed as Threatened, Endangered or Vulnerable. Shrubby 
Foothill Forest is most common EVC. 
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The forest contains 
over 350 native plant 
species, including 
two that are only 
found in the Wombat 
Forest (Wombat 
Leafless Bossiaea 
and Wombat Bush- 
pea), and over 20 
other plant species 
that are rare and 
threatened. It 
provides critical 
habitat for over 180 
native animal 
species, including 
many Wombats and 
gat least nine bat 
|species. Eighteen 
=r ; species are listed as 
Mountain Brushtail Possum rare or threatened, 

such as the Pygmy 
Possums, Brush-tailed Phascogale and Spotted Tail Quoll. The Greater 
Glider is common in some areas, and can glide up to 100 m using its tail 
to tum in flight. There are 125 bird species, of which 15 are listed as rare 
or threatened at state or national level. Spectacular birds of prey include 
the Powerful Owl and the Masked Owl, whose numbers need to increase 
for a healthy forest. 


A key natural feature of the Wombat Forest is its riparian vegetation, with 
the headwaters of seven river systems flowing from the Great Dividing 
Range. Four of these catchments are south flowing and three drain 
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towards the Murray River. Murray showed photographs of some of the 
vegetation types, including the moister ones that have high values for 
water retention, biodiversity and habitat. 


Threats to Forest Biodiversity 


With a growing human population, the main threats to future biodiversity 
in the Wombat Forest are seen as: changing climate; inappropriate fire 
regimes (fuel reduction burning); loss of habitat bearing trees; pest plants 
and animals (e.g. honey bees, foxes, cats, deer, pigs); loss of logs on the 
ground (through firewood collection); fragmentation by tracks and forest 
roads; altered hydrology; and recreational activities. 


Although logging has ceased, the forest is officially managed by DSE for 
timber harvesting and recreational values. Trees continue to be selectively 
logged for commercial firewood — which reduces the availability of 
habitat for ground-dwelling fauna and invertebrates. If larger-scale timber 
harvesting were allowed to recommence, this would further affect the 
habitat values of the area. Inappropriate and sometimes poorly controlled 
fuel reduction buming has been observed, which threatens the ecological 
integrity of the Forest. It is important that fire management considers the 
ecological needs of the particular flora and fauna that depend upon it. 
Forest areas are commonly burnt in a systematic manner, based on 
logging coupes, or more commonly using roads and tracks as the control 
lines, rather than through consideration of ecological requirements by 
buming to target priority EVCs. Furthermore, there have been cases in 
recent years where habitat trees were not protected and fires burnt hotter 
and further than planned. Riparian weeds, Montpellier broom, gorse and 
blackberry are particular threats to the area. Although the forest is 
relatively weed free, there are significant weed incursions, particularly 
along some waterways, roadsides and around the perimeter of bushland 
areas. 


Wombat Forestcare 


Wombat Forestcare is a community group dedicated to protecting and 
enhancing the natural ecosystems of the Wombat Forest and surrounding 
areas. It has a wide range of activities with strong focus on community 
involvement and education, including flora and fauna surveys, forest 
regeneration, and seed collection days. They also enjoy the social aspects 
of a forest group, with picnics and bushwalks. Knowledge of local plant 
and animal life has been enhanced by research at the 30 sites run in 
conjunction with the Arthur Rylah Research Institute. 


Wombat Forestcare supports the view of the Victoria National Parks 
Association (VNPA) which recommends that the Wombat State Forest be 
reclassified as a State Park to allow for greater protection of its natural 
values and removal of key threats. Some management issues they believe 
are needed to improve prospects and the biodiversity values of the forest 
are: 


1. Reassessment of harvesting of trees for commercial and private 
firewood supply; 


2. Systematic and sustained removal of key pest animals and weeds; 


3. Assessment of impacts of local trail-bike nding, and zoning of restricted 
areas; 


4. Improved fire management (and monitoring program) which considers 
the needs of EVCs and local flora and fauna, particularly significant 
species. 

5. Protection of future hollow bearing trees, particularly from future 
logging. 

6. A community education program. 


We thank Murray for his excellent talk and slides, his obvious dedication 
and for inspiring us to spend more time in the Wombat Forest in the future. 


John Petheram 


BY-THE-WIND SAILOR VELELLA VELELLA 


The By-the-wind Sailor is a strange species belonging to the hydrozoans 
(related to sea firs, some jellyfish), that is bluish in colour and grows to 
about 1-5 cm long. It has an erect thin ‘sail’ running obliquely across its 
flat oval disc, giving it its common name, which acts as both a float and 
sail to catch the wind. It feeds on the other minute plankton using its 
stinging cells, which are completely harmless to humans. 


It forms part of the oceanic plankton, occurring throughout the Indo- 
Pacific and Atlantic Oceans, moving across the surface of the water at the 
mercy of the wind and often found washed up on beaches after strong 
winds. 


Like many Hydrozoa, Velella velella has a bipartite life cycle, with a sort 
of alternation of generations. The deep blue by-the-wind sailors that are 
recognized by many beach-goers are the polyp phase of the life cycle. 
Each “individual” with its sail is really a hydroid colony, with many 


polyps that feed on ocean plankton and are connected by a canal system 
that enables the colony to share whatever food is ingested by individual 
polyps. Each by-the-wind sailor is a colony of all-male or all-female 
polyps. The colony has several different kinds of polyps, some of which 
are both feeding and reproductive, called 5, and others protective, called 
does not exist)" 5.does not exist)" "! 


The gonozooids each produce numerous tiny jellyfish by an 5 process, so 
that each Velella colony produces thousands of tiny jellyfish (does not 
exist)" medusae), each about 1 mm high and wide, over several weeks. 
The tiny medusae are each provided with many zooxanthellae, single- 
celled endosymbiotic organisms typically also found in corals and some 
sea anemones, that can utilize sunlight to provide energy to the jellyfish. 
Curiously, although a healthy captive Veledla will release many medusae 
under the microscope and thus must do the same in the sea, the medusae 
of Velella are rarely captured in the plankton and very little is known 
about their natural history. The medusae develop to sexual maturity within 
about three weeks in the laboratory and their free-spawned eggs and 
sperm develop into new _ floating hydroid colonies. 
] Wikipedia 

Thanks to Carol Hall who found this example on the beach. More of her 
finds will appear in later Newsletters. 
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FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB OF BALLARAT INCORPORATED 
No. A0014919P ABN 13 150 403 135 
Minutes of the Meeting held at the Primary Industries Training Centre 
Friday 3rd February 2012 


1. Opening and Apologies. The President welcomed 32 members & visitors. 
Apologies: Mike Sorrell, John & Elaine Gregurke, Anna Baulch, John 
Mildren, Denis & Elizabeth Thurgood, Ken Hammond, Douglas Menon. 
That the apologies be accepted: Moved Peter Billing, Seconded: Fran 
Hanrahan. Carried. 


2 Minutes of previous meeting summarised & tabled in The Ballarat Naturalist. 
That the minutes be accepted: Moved: Les Hanrahan, Seconded: Peter Billing. 
Carried. 


3 Correspondence. 
IN: 
: TFN Conservation Bulletin 

Vic Landcare Spring/Summer 2011 

Bendigo Bank Statements 

Sandhurst Trustees — Annual Report of Sandhurst Cash Common Fund; 

SEANA Minutes of General Meeting held at Phillip Island & notice of change of date 
of Bendigo meeting in August. 

Field Nats News Feb 2012 

Victorian Racing Club re guided tours of Flemington Racecourse/venue for functions. 
Email forwarded from Hamilton FNC re interactions between federal & state 
governments re alpine grazing. 

The Victorian Naturalist 

FNCV Membership Renewal 


OUT: Email to DSE re Forestry Code proposed changes to allow logging in areas 
covered by Flora & Flora Guarantee Action Statements. 
That the correspondence be accepted: Moved: Peter Dalman, Seconded: Nina 
Netherway 


4. Business Arising from Correspondence. Nil 


5. Reports 

- Treasurer's Report: Opening balance $5522.75., Income $0.00 — Expenses 
$384.45 Closing balance: $5138.30 Moved: Les Hanrahan Seconded: 
Claire Dalman. Carried. 
“Smart Living Ballarat” opened this week next to the Mining Exchange — an 
initiative of BREAZE to provide advice on sustainability. An opportunity to 
have copies of Discovering Ballarat’s Bushland on sale — Elspeth to contact 
them. 


6. General Business 
AGM next month — nominations required; Elspeth not standing again so new 
President needed; possibly a new newsletter editor. 
Reminded members of images theme for AGM My favourite natural history 
place. A list was provided for members to sign so that we know whether slides 
or digital equipment will be needed; max. 10 images per member. 
Reminded members of SEANA 2012 dates for Camperdown March 16-19 & 
Bendigo August 17-19. 


7. Show & Tell/Field Reports 

- Chris Baulch: Feb: Spotted Crake in Nth Gardens Wetland; Baillon’s Crake in 
Fairyland; Eastern Spinebills in garden in Lovenear Grove. 
Claire Dalman — end Jan: 2 Superb Fairy Wrens in Miners Rest garden; 
Spotted Hyacinth Orchid at Slatey Ck. 
Paul Norquay:Jan: at Mt Egerton up to 4 Wedgetailed Eagles soaring over the 
valley; 1 Brown Falcon. 
Margaret Thomas:Jan-Feb: at Nerrina a family of SF Wrens in garden. 
John Petheram Jan 20-30 north of Wolfe Creek Rd, patch of Fringe Orchids in 
clayey area previously heavily mined. 
Loraine Powell: Jan 30 — General alert for introduced pest Hawkweed in the 
High Country. 
Sue McLachlan: Jan: Flock of Hardhead on the Buninyong Gong reservoir. 
Dulcie Brooke: Jan: Honeyeater in white Corymbia ficifolia, Wendouree. 
Les Hanrahan: Jan 30: Wattle Goat Moth on post under Blackwood. 
Greg Binns: Jan 28: at Lake Burrumbeet, evidence of much fish breeding, 
especially carp. Large numbers of birds including >100 Pelicans; >1000 
Cormorants including Little Black, Gt Black and a few Little Pied. In Feb: at 
Lake Goldsmith, flock of Glossy Ibis. 
Carol Hall: Jan 1st: 3 Spotted Crakes in Fairyland in and around Pipers lagoon 
“walking on water” — i.e. on the floating “weed”. Model eagle owl on Lukey’s 
pontoon to deter birds from messing on it — don’t think it works! 


8. Excursion arrangements Wombat Forest with Murray Ralph & Gayle 
Osbourne: “It will probably be best to meet at the Spargo Creek Hotel (which 
is on the Daylesford-Ballan Rd) at 10.15am. Then we will visit a site of the 
very rare Bossiaea vombata, then one of our fauna research sites and end with a 
walk in the Musk Creek Reference area. We should finish about 1.30pm or so.” 


9. Syllabus Item — Murray Ralph: Flora, Fauna & Conservation Values of the 
Wombat State Forest 


10. Supper. 


CALENDAR 2012 


MARCH 
Fri 1 AGM and Members’ Images (see page 3) 
Sun 4 Bellarine Peninsula, leaving at 9.30am. Carol Hall, Club Member 


McLeod’s Waterholes then Drysdale Station for Lake Lorne, cuppa 
& toilets. Then on to Edwards Point car park at Beach Rd - lunch. 
Walk halfway down bush track, across to beach and back up to cars. 
On to Lake Victoria/Lonsdale for great birdlife. Bring radios, RID - 
the March flies are bad, hat, sunscreen, water bottle. 


Thur-Mon 16-19 SEANA at Camperdown - have you booked yet? 
Tues 27 Committee meeting at 12 Petitt Close, Miners Rest 
APRIL 


Fri 13 “The Mallard X Pacific Black Duck Hybridisation Threat” 
Patrick Guay Research Fellow, Victoria University. 
MAY 


Sun 6 Wombat Forest Excursion - meet at Spargo Creek Hotel at10.15am. 
Leaders - Murray Ralph and Gayle Osbourne. 


Committee 
President ........:ccceeeeeee Ms Elspeth Swan 
Vice-President ...........00 Mr Greg Binns 
Secretary... cece Mrs Carol Hall 
Treasurer... cece eee Mr Les Hanrahan 
Mr John Gregurke... 


Mrs Val Hocking... eee 
Ms Nina Netherway (editor)... 


Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 
Email: Secretary:- Carol Hall, 
Editor: Nina Netherway, 


Website: http://fieldnatballarat.wordpress.com 


Meetings are held at the Primary Industries Training Centre, cnr Gillies and Gregory Sts, 
on the first Friday of the month at 7.30pm.. 
Excursions: Leave from the carpark at the Primary Industries Training Centre, cnr Gillies 
and Gregory Sts. 
A monthly publication of the Field Naturalists’ Club of Ballarat Inc. 
Incorporation # A0014919P ABN 13 150 403 135 


8 


